
FULL COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

June 14, 2006

Chelo’s Restaurant

Present:  Kathy Leonard, Anne Rule, Charles Zawacki, Bill Feole,

Mary Okero, Marie Citrone, Alton Stuckey, Gail Campbell, Frank

Beazley, Lois M. Simpson, Bob Marshall, Dan Caley, Anne LeClerc,

Mark Therrien, Chris Singleton, Carole Martinelli, John Martinelli,

Mary Lou McCaffrey, Peter Schauer, Helen Sebesta, Leif Sebesta, Ann

M. Mulready, Kathryn O’Connor, Lesa Andreasen, Millie Feeney, Deb

Garneau, Susan Roush, John Susa, Ina Woolman, Robert Mann, Ken

Swenson, Jane Hayward, James DeBoer.

I.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Everyone introduced themselves, and Chris called for a motion to

approve the minutes of the March 15, 2006 meeting.  Kathy Leonard

moved, and Bill Feole seconded; the motion was carried.

II.	GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF FIVE-YEAR PLAN

Bob Marshall reviewed the goals and objectives for years 2007-2011,

including budget allocations.  Alton moved to approve, Kathy

Leonard and Bill Feole seconded, and the motion was carried.



III.	D.O.H. PUBLIC HEARING

Deb Garneau from the Department of Health announced DOH’s Public

Hearing on the 2006 Family Health Plan.  It will be held on June 26th

from 1:00 P.M. – 3:00 P.M. at the Department of Labor & Training.  She

handed out copies.  She informed the Council that in the Autism

Resource guide, the Council is listed as a resource.

IV.	RIPTA PRESENTATION

Ann LeClerc and Mark Therrien of RIPTA were introduced and talked

about future plans for services under the new Federal law,

SAFETEA-LU.  Handouts of their PowerPoint presentation were

distributed.  Jane Hayward, Secretariat of the Office of Health and 

Human Services, announced that just yesterday the Governor

appointed her to head a Para Transit Task Force.  She asked for DDC

members to participate.

V.	PROJECT VOTE

James DeBoer of Project Vote briefly updated members on the



program.   He talked about the voting process and what the project

has to offer Council members.

VI.	OLD BUSINESS

A.  Helen Sebesta and Marie met with Governor Carcieri, Jane

Hayward and Dave Burnett (Governor’s Policy Office) on April 4th. 

The meeting was positive and the Governor stated his support for

applying for funds for “Money Follows the Person.”

B.  Marie, John Susa and Mary Lou McCaffrey met with Ellen Nelson,

the new Director of MHRH, on May 18th.  She said she is interested in

forming a good relationship with Council members and other groups

that advocate on behalf of individuals with disabilities and their

families.  We will plan to invite her to a Council meeting in the future.

C.  A new Task Force to study the impact of the Olmstead decision on

Rhode Island was introduced by Rep. Naughton – this legislation has

passed the General Assembly.  Marie met with Naughton to ask if she

would include us as a member of the Task Force; it was too late to

amend the bill, but she will contact us for input.

VII.	NEW BUSINESS

	A.  Thank you Jane Hayward for attending.

B.  There is a new resource for seniors, adults with disabilities and



staff called The Point (handouts were available.)

C.  The new Accessible Rhode Island Guide was made available.

D.  A few copies of the Governor’s Commission’s Special Report on

the Budget were available.

E.  A handout was available regarding the resolution to repeal RI

Special Education Laws in Portsmouth and Jamestown.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Kathy

Leonard to adjourn; Bill Feole seconded; and the motion was carried. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:00 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Okero


